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EWRT 1: COMPOSITION and RESEARCH
De Anza College
fall 2022
This course meets 100% online via the Canvas platform
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Instructor:

Alex Giardino

Email: giardinoalex@fhda.edu
Please note: email is the only way to contact me directly.
I reply to emails within 48 hours during the regular school week.
I don’t reply to emails from Friday at 5 pm until Monday at 9 am.
Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays from 12:30-1:30 online

IMPORTANT ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
1. To be eligible for this course, you must have a qualifying score on the English
Placement Test; or have received consent from the English Department chair.
2. You must have regular, reliable access to the Internet.
3. This is a GE course and is degree applicable.
4. Letter grade method of scoring.

REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS
Two books that you select from the Reading List posted on our Canvas home page.
All posted readings on Canvas.

CLASSROOM COMMUNITY
This is an adult course; thus, the content will not be censored. I encourage critical thinking
and lively debate. I expect that we will not all agree and that you will listen with an open
mind to others. Respect is key to becoming a critical thinker.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Practice writing as a multi-step process including planning and revising with attention
to varying purposes, audiences, and rhetorical strategies.
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2. Read and analyze rhetorically and culturally diverse narrative and expository texts from
a variety of perspectives.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
A. Analyze college level texts and discourse that are culturally and rhetorically diverse.
B. Compose essays drawn from personal experience and assigned texts.
C. Utilize MLA guidelines to format essays, cite sources, and compile a works cited page.
D. Create syntactically varied sentences that are free of mechanical errors.
E. Distinguish, compare, and evaluate the multiplicity and ambiguity of perspectives

WEEKLY ROUTINE
Every week, on Monday by 9 am, the instructor posts the weekly assignments and
materials on the course Canvas page. Students are responsible for doing all coursework
for the week by the following Sunday at 11:59 pm.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
1. read all assigned reading by deadlines;
2. watch videos related to course materials as provided by the instructor;
3. listen to audio recordings related to course materials as provided by the instructor;
and
4. complete all assignments by the deadline (these assignments may be reading quizzes,
reader responses, wiki posts, weekly forum participation, video conferences, and so
forth).
You are responsible for spending at least four hours per week completing the assigned
reading and taking notes on the materials so that you can successfully complete the
work for this course. These hours do NOT need to be spent online. This is simply an
indication of how to manage your time on the overall workload in this course.

PARTICIPATION POLICY
On a weekly basis, the instructor will check on your “Activity Report” status in Canvas. If
you are not reading the lectures, watching videos, and participating in all the weekly
course activities, your activity report will show that, and the instructor will contact you
about your performance in class. If you do not fully participate in all the course activities
for more than one week, you will be dropped from the course, unless you can provide
the instructor will an acceptable excuse, as your lack of participation is similar to a
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classroom absence. Note: This participation policy is a separate expectation from the
Monday sessions, which are for students to attend as they individually decide, from week
to week.

GRADE BREAKDOWN

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Essay #1 (timed writing online; five paragraphs):
Essay #2 (1,000 words; documentary analysis):
Annotated Bibliography:
Five Weekly Class Discussions (10 points each):
Flipgrid Video Presentations of Your Two Books

50 pts
100 pts
100 pts
50 pts
50 pts each
Total = 350 points

Final Grade Scale
A+
100-98%
B+
89.4-88%
C+
79.4-78%
D
69%

A
B
C

97.5-93.5%
87.5-83.5%
77.5-73.5%

ABC-

93-89.5%
83-79.5%
73-69.5%

GRADING POLICY
1. Grades are final.
2. No late assignments accepted (unless you can provide an acceptable form of an
excuse).
3. All work must be typed in 12 pt. font using MLA format.
4. There is no extra-credit available in this class.

GRADING RUBRIC
A = Excellence in all areas of the assignment.
1. This essay appropriately and adequately addresses the assignment.
2. It is well organized with a powerful thesis, a clear introduction, body, and conclusion;
each paragraph has a topic sentence, three or more supporting points, and a clear
transition sentence; and each paragraph contains a quote from course material.
3. The essay contains developed collegiate vocabulary and sophisticated sentence
mechanics (use of semicolons and colons, for example); there are no fragments or runons. It lacks grammatical slips, such as comma misusage.
4. The essay has a strong, clear voice and is well argued and persuasive.
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5. The essay has no spelling errors.
6. It is in proper MLA format, with proper use of quotation and citation style.
7. This is a very original essay with voice and style.
8. Absolutely no plagiarism.
B = Competence in all areas of the assignment.
1. This essay addresses the assignment, but may have missed a relevant point or left
part of the argument undeveloped in one of the paragraphs.
2. It is well organized and has a clear introduction, body, and conclusion, but the thesis
may be weak or unclear. The paragraphs may lack enough supporting evidence or
quoted material, but they all have a topic sentence and transition sentence.
3. The essay contains collegiate vocabulary and sophisticated sentence mechanics, but
may contain a few wrong word choices and word usage errors (affect versus effect, to
versus too). May have one or two fragments or run-ons.
4. The essay has a clear voice but because it is missing some supporting ideas, it is not
entirely persuasive.
5. It contains few or no spelling errors.
6. It is in proper MLA format, with proper use of quotation and citation style.
7. There is an emerging sense of voice and style.
8. Absolutely no plagiarism.
C =Low-level Competence in all areas of the assignment.
1. This essay only partly addresses the assignment, having missed relevant points or left
part of the argument undeveloped.
2. It is roughly organized, but may not have a clear introduction or conclusion, and the
thesis may be weak or unclear. The paragraphs lack enough supporting evidence and
quoted material. They may not all have a topic sentence and transition sentence.
3. The essay contains a static vocabulary and a few wrong word choices and word usage
errors (affect versus effect; to versus too). May have fragments or run-ons. May have
several grammar errors (such as comma usage).
4. The essay has a weak and inconsistent voice. Because it is missing some supporting
ideas, it is not entirely persuasive.
5. No spelling errors.
6. It is in sloppy MLA format, without proper use of quotation and citation style.
7. It lacks its own voice and style.
8. Absolutely no plagiarism.
D = Inadequate Competence in all areas of the assignment.
1. This essay barely addresses the assignment, having missed many relevant points or
left part of the argument undeveloped.
2. It is roughly organized, has no clear introduction and conclusion, and no thesis. The
paragraphs lack supporting evidence and quoted material. They do not have a topic or
transition sentence.
3. The essay contains a static vocabulary and several wrong word choices and word
usage errors. It contains fragments and run-ons, as well as several grammar errors.
4. The essay has a weak and inconsistent voice. It is not at all persuasive.
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5. It contains spelling errors.
6. It is in sloppy MLA format, without proper use of quotation and citation style.
7. Absolutely no plagiarism.

ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING
Plagiarism means copying someone else's work and presenting it as your own, without
giving credit to the person who wrote and thought of the idea. Cheating means using
unfair means to fulfill an assignment, such as having someone else do your work for you.
What will happen anytime you plagiarize or cheat:
1.You will receive an F on the assignment without the option to redo it for a new grade.
2. The instructor will ask to meet with you to discuss issue.
3. Your name will be given to the Dean of Students.
4. If you are caught plagiarizing or cheating more than once, you will be asked to drop the
course.

UNDOCUMENTED STUDENT RIGHTS
Education is a basic human right. I believe that all people, regardless of their
immigration status have the right to achieve their academic goals. If you have questions
about how your immigration status may affect your academic opportunities, please talk
to me. I may be able to help.

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES (DSPS)
De Anza College views disability as an important aspect of diversity, and is committed to
providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all students. Disability Support
Services (DSS) is the campus office that collaborates with students who have disabilities
to provide and/or arrange reasonable accommodations
If you have, or think you have, a disability in any area such as, mental health, attention,
learning, chronic health, sensory, or physical, please contact DSS to arrange a
confidential discussion regarding equitable access and reasonable accommodations.

If you are registered with DSS and have accommodations set by a DSS counselor, please
be sure that your instructor has received your accommodation letter from Clockwork
early in the quarter to review how the accommodations will be applied in the course.
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Students who need accommodated test proctoring must meet appointment booking
deadlines at the Testing Center.
•
•
•
•

Exams must be booked at least five (5) business days in advance of the
instructor approved exam date/time.
Finals exams must be scheduled seven (7) business days/weekdays in advance
of the instructor approved exam date/time.
Failure to meet appointment booking deadlines will result in the forfeit of testing
accommodations and you will be required to take your exam in class.
Contact the DSS if you cannot find or utilize your MyPortal Clockwork Portal.

DSS strives to provide accommodations in a reasonable and timely manner, some
accommodations may take additional time to arrange. We encourage you to work with
DSS and your faculty as early in the quarter as possible so that we may ensure that your
learning experience is accessible and successful.

DSS Location: RSS Building, Suite 141
Phone: 408-864-8753
On the web: http://www.deanza.edu/DSS/
Email: DSS@deanza.edu

De Anza College is committed to equal opportunity in education.

COURSE SCHEDULE IS AVAILABLE ON OUR HOME CANVAS PAGE

